December 21, 2007


Global CyberBridges Fellowship Award Announcement for 2008

National Science Foundation Office of Cyberinfrastructure

CI-TEAM Program Award Id: OCI-0636031 October 1, 2006-December 31, 2009

The Global CyberBridges Co-PIs and External Advisory Committee conducted an e-mail review of the proposals and statements of interest submitted. Congratulations are extended to the following Global CyberBridges Fellows and their faculty advisors:

Miami, Florida USA

Florida International University Fellowship Awards:

Javier Delgado (student) and Malek Adjouadi (faculty) 

"The Development of Collaborative Platform Based on SAGE"

Computer Science

Konstantinos Menelaou (student) and Ping Zhu (faculty) 

“Innovative Grid-Enable Multiple-Scale Hurricane Modeling System”

Earth Sciences

Michael Robinson (student) and Giri Narasimhan (faculty) 

Finding Repeat Structures in Genomic Sequences

Computer Science – Bioinformatics

Kasturi Chatterjee is a FIU computer science graduate student.  She will receive a special fellowship to work with Professor Sadjadi and Dr. Heidi Alvarez to support the project teams.

Beijing, China

Computer Network Information Center (CNIC) of the Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS)

Principal Investigator, Kai Nan, Coordinated by Qian Fang
Computer Science Master’s Level Students 

(2 will work on "The Development of Collaborative Platform Based on SAGE" and 2 on other projects:

Dongri Luo 

Guangyuan Liu 

Zhao Juan 

Shuren Bi

Sao Paulo, Brazil

Silvio Luiz Stanzani (student) and Hermes Senger (faculty) 

Masters program at Catholic University of Santos, Department of Computer Science 

Research Area: Production of Learning Objects

Project Team: "The Development of Collaborative Platform Based on SAGE"

Fábio Lopes (student) and Helena Ribeiro (faculty) University of Sao Paulo, Public Health

“Evaluate the effects of sugar cane burning on the atmospheric environment and on respiratory health” proposal submitted.  

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

Mark Eirik Scortegagna Joselli (student) and Esteban Walter Gonzalez Clua (faculty) Computer Science Institute Federal Fluminense University

Project Team: "The Development of Collaborative Platform Based on SAGE"

About Global CyberBridges

The Center for Internet Augmented Research and Assessment (CIARA) at Florida International University (FIU), in collaboration with the University of California, San Diego (UCSD), was awarded a 3-year, $765,000 National Science Foundation Cyberinfrastructure (CI)-Team grant to implement Global CyberBridges. The program expands on CyberBridges, which was initiated in 2005 to help FIU scientists and engineers from a wide range of disciplines, including biology and physics, advance their research through CI. CyberBridges relies on graduate students to serve as bridges, transferring CI know-how from CIARA technical staff to FIU scientists. 

A proven success, CyberBridges laid the foundation for Global CyberBridges. This new program addresses the need for increased international collaborations in an environment where many unanswered scientific questions have become too large for individual scientists and laboratories to tackle alone. Global CyberBridges is facilitating new and existing collaborations among researchers in different countries by equipping them with the CI knowledge and infrastructure they need to analyze and share large amounts of data. Like its progenitor, Global CyberBridges will recruit graduate students, both in the United States and abroad, to acquire CI skills and share them with their faculty advisors. 

Selected fellowship awardees will conduct research and perform experiments alongside CI research scientists.  This exploration will take place in a multidisciplinary lab environment, with graduate students of various disciplines all exploring applications of CI research. Each of the fellowships was awarded to FIU PhD students in science or engineering that are on a research path that can be augmented by the application of CI. Some programming background was desired in the selection with C or C++ was preferred, with Java or FORTRAN pertinent.  The NSF grant support limited the number of positions to four students, but many promising proposals which were not selected in this round are eligible for consideration in 2009 of this three year implementation program.  Selections were based on applicant proposals, research background, and experience with CI (grid computing, super computing, visualization, high performance networking, etc.), global collaboration or applicability, as well as letters of support from their faculty advisors.

Students that were selected for the Global CyberBridges Fellowship will fulfill the following requirements:

Over 2 semesters, Dr. S. Masoud Sadjadi from FIU’s School of Computing and Information Sciences will teach CIS 6612 (Special Topics in High Performance Grid Computing).  Students will work on a collaborative project that will augment their individual research topics, resulting in a research paper with the help of the Global CyberBridges Co-PIs and their faculty advisors. The paper will be based on class research and experiment results, and will be published and presented at an upcoming conference. Prerequisite for registration is admission into the Global CyberBridges program.

U.S. Investigators:

Heidi Alvarez, PI

Peter Arzberger, Co-PI

Julio Ibarra, Co-PI 

Kuldeep Kumar, Co-PI

S. Masoud Sadjadi, Co-PI

External Assessment Committee:

Paul Avery, Professor of Physics, University of Florida

Hugh Gladwin, Director of the Institute for Public Opinion Research

Thomas Greene, Senior Research Fellow / Director of the Computer Science & Artificial Intelligence Laboratory (CSAIL) at MIT 

Jane Klobas, Professor and Senior Research Fellow, Dondena Centre for Social Research, Bocconi University, Milan, Italy & Professorial Fellow, Graduate School of Management, University of Western Australia

International Collaborators:

The Computer Network Information Center (CNIC) of the Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS) Dr. Yan, Bao Ping, Dr. Jun Li, Dr. Nan Kai, Ms. Qian Fang;

The City University Hong Kong

Dr. Doug Vogel and Dr. Kuldeep Kumar of FIU (Visiting Professor);

The University of Sao Paulo (USP) and the Fundação De Amparo À Pesquisa Do Estado De São Paulo (FAPESP) of Brazil

Dr. Luis Lopez of FAPESP/ANSP (CIARA Associate Faculty)

Dr. Sergio Novaes, Professor of Physics, State University of Sao Paulo (UNESP)

Fluminense Federal University Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

Dr. Michael Stanton, Director of Innovation to the Brazilian National Research and Education Network (RNP)

