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Method Overriding

1. Overridden methods are methods with the same name and signature, in different classes that are related by inheritance (i.e., are part of the same class hierarchy).

(Recall that overloaded methods are methods of the same class that have the same name but different signatures)

2. A method defined in a superclass may be overridden in its subclass to provide a more appropriate implementation for the subclass objects.

3. If a superclass method is not overridden in a subclass, then the subclass uses the method from its superclass.  If the method is not overridden in the immediate superclass, then the one from that class’ superclass is used, etc., and so on up the class hierarchy.

4. Even if a method is overridden, the subclass methods may still call the superclass’ version.

The syntax is:

super.method-name(argument(s))

(We will see examples of this when we study inheritance)

5. All Java classes are ultimately derived from a common base class, Object.

6. Two methods defined in class Object that are especially useful to override are equals() and toString().

· See NoOverriding.java and YesOverriding.java
