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Running the javadoc Utility in NetBeans
Once our Java classes have been properly documented with Java documentation comments, we run the javadoc utility program to generate the HTML "help" pages. (See "Java Documentation Comments" online) 

These web pages will have the same format as the official Java Language Documentation from Oracle.

I. Generating the HTML “Help” Pages for Your Classes
· To create the help pages for all classes in a project, just open the project and choose “Generate Javadoc (project-name)” from the Run menu, or right-click on the project icon in  the Projects pane and choose “Generate Javadoc” from the popup menu
· This will create many files, all stored in a new folder named javadoc, located in a newly-created dist folder in your project folder  
· The documentation for each class will be in a file with the same name as the class, but with an extension of html.  E.g. the documentation file for Bank.java would be Bank.html
· Each class must reside in a separate file, and be designated  as public

· Older versions of NetBeans (prior to v8.2) will not generate html files for classes in the default package (the src folder). If you are running an older version, you should upgrade to NetBeans 8.2, or store your Java files in a java Package. (See the “Packages” doc in the current unit).
II.  Viewing the Web Pages in NetBeans
To open the HTML file in your default browser from NetBeans:

· In the Files pane, right-click on the icon for the html file and choose View, or
· In the Editor window (aka: “code” window), right-click on the class name and choose Show Javadoc
· To see the actual html code, as opposed to the “rendered image”  displayed by a browser, double-click on the icon for the html file in the Projects pane (or right-click it and choose Open)

· To view the HTML files outside of NetBeans, use your browser’s File menu to open the file, or use Windows Explorer or Mac File Manager to find the file and then double-click the file icon 

